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you the good news concerning the unanimous consent of all in reference to the celebration of the most solemn feast of Easter, for this difference also has been made up by the assistance of your prayers: so that all the brethren in the East, who formerly celebrated this festival at the same time as the Jews, will in future conform to the Romans and to us, and to all who have of old observed our manner of celebrating Easter." This is all that can be found on the subject: none of the stories about the Council ordaining the astronomical mode of finding Easter, and introducing the Metonic cycle into ecclesiastical reckoning, have any contemporary evidence: the canons which purport to be those of the Nicene Council do not contain a word about Easter; and this is evidence, whether we suppose those canons to be genuine or spurious.
3. The astronomical dispute about a lunar cycle for the prediction of Easter either commenced, or became prominent, by the extinction of greater ones, soon after the time of the Nicene Council. Pope Innocent Is met with difficulty in 414. S. Leo,9 in 454, ordained that Easter of 455 should be April 24; which is right. It is useless to record details of these disputes in a summary: the result was, that in the year 463, Pope Hilarius10 employed Victorinus11 of Aqui-taine to correct the Calendar, and Victorinus formed a rule which lasted until the sixteenth century. He combined the Metonic cycle and the solar cycle presently described. But
8 He died in 417. He was a man of great energy and of high attainments.
0 He died in 461, having reigned as pope for twenty-one years. It was he who induced Attila to spare Rome in 452.
10 He succeeded Leo as pope in 461, and reigned for seven years.
11 Victorinus or Victorius Marianus seems to have been born at Limoges.   He was a mathematician and astronomer, and the cycle mentioned by De Morgan is one of 532 years, a combination of the Metonic cycle of 19 years with the solar cycle of 28 years.    His canon was published at Antwerp in 1633 or 1634, De doctrina tern-porum sive commentarius in Victorii Aquitani ct aliorwn canones paschales.